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May 28, 2025

To: 4-H Members Taking Woodworking Projects

Re: Project Judging Requirements

Dear 4-H Members:

A reminder of the requirements for your project. For county judging, you will be interviewed on your
project knowledge and the item that you have made. This judging will occur on Tuesday, July 15 at the
fairgrounds. In addition to the judging interview, you will be required to complete a skill activity prior to
your interview. | have enclosed a description of this skill activity. This is the same procedure that is used
at the Ohio State Fair,

If you have enrolled in woodworking projects in the past, please note that there have been some
changes to the skills tests! Please practice your skills test prior to judging day. There are times that the
project placing is so close that the judges will use the skills test to determine final placings.

For your judging in July, we will supply all the needed wood and tools. You will need to provide your
own eye protection. You are allowed to use your own tools during judging if you wish. You will need to
compete your skills test before you talk to the judge.

Your skills test should be displayed along with your project in the club booth during the fair.

Please follow the guidelines for your specific project. Projects made should be from the project book or
be of similar size, use of tools and skills set. Projects not meeting the guidelines of the project will not be

considered for state fair. State fair may disqualify projects that do not match the project requirements.

If you have any questions, please call the Extension Office.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth M%rg&\)

Extension Educator, 4-H Youth Development
Auglaize County



CLASSES
For Classes J-1 — J-2, the member is expected to do 90% or more of the project. The designated aduit helper may

J-1

J-2

dimension the lumber to the correct width.

Measuring Up — Junior (age 13 years and under) — Unit 1

Participants must complete and exhibit one constructed project. The project may be based on plans from the
4-H project book or a project of similar size and scope from ancther plan. The project shouid show they have
learned how to use a variety of hand tools including any or all non-power hand tools (hammers, saws, clamps,
layout tools, chisels, etc.). The following power tools may be used only with proper safety instruction and under
direct supervision of the adult designated helper: power hand sanders, oscillating belt sander, cordless power
drills, jigsaw, scroll saw, hand wood burning tool. Decorative finishes are not acceptable and will not be
evaluated in final woodworking skills judging for this class, e.9. CNC, wood burning, artificial flowers, etc.
Projects constructed using kits, power tools outside of those listed or having professional spray finishing will be
disqualified.

Measuring Up - Senior (age 14 & older) - Unit 1
Same description as J-1 class.

For Classes J-3-J-8, the member is expected to do 100% of the work.

J-3

J-4

J7

Making the Cut - Junior {(age 13 years and under) — Unit 2

Participants must complete and exhibit one constructed project. The project may be based on plans from the
4-H project book or a project of similar size and scope from another plan. Project should show youth have
learned to use a variety of tools including tools listed in J-1/J-2 plus the following power tools may be used
only with proper safety instruction and under direct supervision of the adult designated helper: power miter
saw, radial arm saw, thickness planer, table saw, cordless trim saw, drill press, power nailing devices, power
belt sander, band saw, biscuit joiner, domino joiner, jointer, pocket screw joints. Decorative finishes will not be
evaluated in final woodworking skills judging for this class, Projects constructed using kits, power tools outside
of those listed or having professional spray finishing will be disqualified.

Making the Cut - Senior (age 14 & older) - Unit 2
Same description as J-3 class.

Nailing It Together — Junior (age 13 years and under) — Unit 3

Participants must complete and exhibit one constructed project. The project may be based on plans from the
4-H project book or a project of similar size and scope from another plan. Project should show youth have
learned to use a variety of tools including tools listed in J-1/J-2 and J/-3/J-4 plus the following power tools may
be used only with proper safety instruction and under direct supervision of the adult designated helper: router,
use of advanced joining techniques (mortise and tenon, pocket holes, dovetails, etc.) encouraged if matched
to member skills, Projects should demonstrate the members have increased their knowledge and skills over
previous projects. Decorative finishes will not be evaluated in final woodworking skills Jjudging for this class.
Projects constructed using kits, power tools outside of those listed or having professional spray finishing will be
disqualified.

Nailing it Together — Senior (age 14 & older) — Unit 3
Same description as J-5 class.

Finishing Up - Unit 4

Participants must complete and exhibit cne constructed project. The project may be based on plans from the
4-H project book or a project of similar size and scope from another plan. Project should show youth have
learned to use a variety of tools including tools listed in J-1/J-2 , J/-3/J-4, and J-5/J-6 plus the following power
tools may be used only with proper safety instruction and under direct supervision of the adult designated
helper: lathe, shaper, router table, dovetail jig. Project should demonstrate the member has increased their
knowledge and skills over previous projects. Decorative finishes will not be evaluated in final woodworking
skills judging for this class. Projects constructed using power tools outside of approved list or using Kits will be
disqualified. Professional spray finish is allowed in this class if member does 100% of the work following
proper safety procedures and does not send out or hire someone to finish the project. Projects constructed
using kits will be disqualified.

Woodworking Master 560M

Project should show creativity, proper joinery technique, good layout and design. Projects might include
intarsia, carvings, marquetry, lathe work, original designs and antique furniture reproductions. Project should
show youth have learned to use a variety of tools including tools listed in J-1/J-2 , J/-3/J-4, J-5/J-6 and J-7
plus the following power tools may be used only with proper safety instruction and under direct supervision of
the adult designated helper: use of a CNC., Projects constructed using woodworking kits will be disqualified.



Skill Project Description

We highly recommend that you practice making your skill project before you come to the fair. The descriptions

are:

Project for participants in J-1 and J-2
Given: 1 x 4 stock, 1 workmate bench, 1 hammer, 1 nail set, nails, 1 rule, 1 combination square, 1 crosscut
hand saw, 1 small drill bit and 1 cordless power drilt will be available.

Cut and assemble two pieces with nails as shown in ten minutes.
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Project for participants in J-3 and J-4
Given: 1 x 4 stock, 1 workmate bench, 1 combination square, 1 crosscut hand saw, 1 steel tape measure, 1

Kreg Pocket-Hole Jig 320, 1 clamp, pocket hole screws, 1 cordless power drill will be available.
Cut and assemble two pieces as shown with screws, in ten minutes.
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Project for participants in J-§ and J-6
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J-5 oand J-L

Given: 1 x 4 stock, 1 workmate bench, 1 steel tape measure, 1 combination square, 1 mallet, 1 crosscut hand
saw, 1 screwdriver, 1 1/4” screws, a countersink bit, 3/8” spade bit, taper plugs, 1 cordless power drill will be

available.

Cut and assemble two pieces as shown in ten minutes.
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Project for participants in J-7 and J-8
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Given: 1 x 4 stock pre-cut to size, 1 workmate bench, 1 steel tape measure, 1 combination square, 1 sliding
T-bevel square, 1 dovetail saw, 1 mallet, and 1 coping saw.
Make a dovetail joint to assemble two pieces as shown in fifteen minutes.
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OHIO 4-H WOODWORKING PROJECT OVERVIEW

MEASURING UP
PROJECT #556

;/:x 4 =

PROJECT RULES:
Project# | State Fair Class Designation
556 1 Junior Division — through age 13
556 J-2 Senior Division —age 14 and up

1. A member can enroll in this project class for up to 3 years.

2. The member must complete and exhibit one constructed project. The project may be
based on plans from the 4-H project book or a project of similar size and scope from

any other plan. The use of any woodworking kits is not permitted and any project
constructed with a kit will be disqualified.

3. The “designated adult helper” may dimension lumber to correct width. They may also
advise and assist so long as the member does at least 90% of the project work.

4. Allowable Tools: This is primarily a HANDHELD tool project: regardless of age. Any non-
power tool may be used.

5. The following power tools may be used only with proper safety instruction and under
direct supervision of the “designated adult helper”. Pictures and links are included below
as examples of specific tools acceptable to these project levels {power hand sanders,
oscillating belt sander, cordless power drills, jigsaw, scroll saw, hand wood burning tool).

6. Power tools used outside of approved list above will cause projects to be disqualified
(i.e. power miter saw, thickness planer, table saw, drill press, power nailing devices,
CNC, router, shaper, joiner, etc.}.

7. Decorative finishes are not acceptable and will not be evaluated in final woodworking
skills judging for this class (i.e. CNC, lasers, artificial flowers, poured resin finishes, etc.).

8. Professional spray finishing is prohibited in this class and using it will cause
disqualification. For example, using a spray booth at a professional woodworking
business or sending out to be finished.
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OHIO 4-H WOODWORKING PROJECT OVERVIEW

MAKING THE CUT

PROJECT # 557

PROJECT RULES:
Project # | State Fair Class Designation
557 )3 Junior Division — through age 13
557 -4 Senior Division — age 14 and up

1. Amember may take this project class for up to 3 years before advancing.

2. The member must complete and exhibit one constructed project. The project may be
based on plans from the 4-H project book or a project of similar size and scope from any
other plan. The use of any woodworking kits is not permitted and any project constructed
with a kit will be disqualified.

3. The “designated adult helper” may advise and demonstrate so long as the member does
100% of the project work.

4. Allowable Tools: All tools in Project 556 plus the following power tools may be used only
with proper safety instruction and under direct supervision of the “designated adult
helper.”

-Power miter saw, radial arm saw, thickness planer, table saw, cordless trim
saw, drill press, power nailing devices, power belt sander, band saw, biscuit
joiner, domino joiner, jointer, pocket screw joints.

5. Power tools used outside of approved list above will cause projects to be disqualified.
PLEASE NOTE that CNC, router, router table, shaper, and lathe tools are NOT
ALLOWED.

6. Decorative finishes are not acceptable and will not be evaluated in final woodworking
skills judging for this class (i.e. CNC, lasers, artificial flowers, poured resin finishes, etc.).

7. Professional spray finishing is prohibited in this class and using it will cause
disqualification, For example, using a spray booth at a professional woodworking
business or sending out to be finished.
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OHIO 4-H WOODWORKING PROJECT OVERVIEW

NAILING IT TOGETHER

Naling 1t 1
Tt:.:ge_t_h_@r_ Y

r

PROJECT RULES:
Project # ! State Fair Class Designation
558 J-5 Junior Division —through age 13
558 16 Senior Division — age 14 and up

1. A member may take this project class for up to 3 years before advancing.

2. The member must complete and exhibit one constructed project. The project may be
based on plans from the 4-H project book or a project of similar size and scope from any
other plan. The use of any woodworking kits is not permitted and any project constructed
with a kit will be disqualified.

3. The “designated adult helper” may advise and demonstrate so long as the member does
100% of the project work.

4. Allowable Tools: All tools in Project 556 and 557 plus the following power tool may be
used only with proper safety instruction and under direct supervision of the “designated
adult helper.”

-Router allowed in class J-5 and J-6

5. Power tools used outside of approved list above will cause projects to be disqualified
PLEASE NOTE that CNC, lathe, shaper, router tabie, and dovetail jig are NOT ALLOWED.

6. Decorative finishes are not acceptabie and will not be evaluated in final woodworking
skills judging for this class (i.e. CNC, lasers, artificial flowers, poured resin finishes, etc.).

7. Professional spray finishing is prohibited in this class and using it will cause
disqualification, For example, using a spray booth at a professional woodworking
business or sending out to be finished.
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OHIO 4-H WOODWORKING PROJECT OVERVIEW

FINISHING UP
PROJECT #559

PROJECT RULES:

Project # | State Fair Class | Designation
559 -7 All ages

1. A member may take this project class for up to 3 years before advancing.

2. The member must complete and exhibit one constructed project. The project may be
based on plans from the 4-H project book or a project of similar size and scope from any
other plan.

3. The “designated adult helper” may advise so long as the member does 100% of the
project work.

4, Allowable Tools: All tools in Project 556, 557, and 558 plus the following power tools
may be used only with proper safety instruction and under direct supervision of the
“designated adult helper.”

Lathe, shaper, router table, and dovetail jig allowed in class J-7

5. PLEASE NOTE that CNC is NOT ALLOWED. Participants using power tools outside of
approved list above will be disqualified.

6. Decorative finishes are not acceptable and will not be evaluated in final woodworking
skills judging for this class (i.e. CNC, lasers, artificial flowers, poured resin finishes, etc.).

7. Professional spray finishing is allowed in this class if member does 100% of the work
and follows proper safety procedures. Those that send out and/or hire someone to
finish project have project disqualified.
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OHIO 4-H WOODWORKING PROJECT OVERVIEW

WOODWORKING MASTER
PROJECT # 560M

CHIO 4-H MASTER PROJECTS

Project should show creativity, proper joinery technique, good layout and design.

Projects might include intarsia, carvings, marquetry, lathe work, original designs,
refinished furniture, and antique furniture reproductions.

PROJECT RULES:
Project # | State Fair Class | Designation Link to Book
560M 1-8 All ages Woodworking Master

1. Member must have completed project 556, 557, 558 and 559 and have advanced-level
woodworking experience.

2. The member must complete and exhibit one constructed project per project guidelines
in the book. The use of any woodworking kits is not permitted and projects constructed
with a kit will be disqualified.

3. The “designated adult helper” may advise so long as the member does 100% of the
project work.

4. Allowable Tools: All tools in Project 556, 557, 558 and 559 plus the following power
tools may be used only with proper safety instruction and under direct supervision of
the “designated adult helper.”

-CNC allowed in class J-8

5. Professional spray finishing is allowed in this class if member does 100% of the work
and follows proper safety procedures. Those that send out and/or hire someone to
finish project will have project disqualified.
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OHIO 4-H WOODWORKING PROJECT OVERVIEW

Power hand sanders — Link
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